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ABSTRACT 

An approach to the selection of second language 
reading material that is authentic but comprehensible at the lower 
levels begins by using materials with interesting content that are 
accessible to the student. The approach capitalizes on the students' 
prior knowledge, information resources, or supplementary information 
provided with the reading. It allows the students to react to the 
text in their own individual ways according to their own experiences 
and the knowledge they bring to the text. Such a technique is 
consonant with the communicative approach. It addresses the learner's 
own cognitive level and avoids providing them with bland, prepackaged 
language that does not promote real language skill development. The 
technique is illustrated wifh an article from a Danish newspaper. 
(MSE) 
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nMomxaa ton bsadimg 



Uatac MithaaUc UxU is • kii*uM« dam i* ^ «i*in« 
•dull toodU, chUdf«i. In our -orld ot oobywiIwio. teod. Uim» 

*^ ^ JtoSL tKT know Ik. to«i«atort. i«l .toe. lk.y -« 
mnTuI .kowt it. pfVonUBU. 



I. tk. taacuu. clM. w. M tMckw. kav. bMn Iwdtowl to 
PMiMMd -oonvwilww.- tort, to our b.rfaB.r and 

SSrtl^Sriln-r w f-t to b. 

UBMMiMll, to b. id>l. to diSMt It. Tkte u«i^ !-»■ »w 

j^ .,. .u M Mb ■ijMiltoTT rfow to oonfroM tM wwmt tmt 

^rtTuTfuU -^tuU dl.t-. «• b. Mktoc • ••rfciu. •totak<% 

TU. wUl sttMpt to Mt out wy brfrfb^ ««• o< tk. 

^.tJ-ntic t«rt« tor r-dln« fro. tk. v.^ 

•uttwtloa. .kout how W C2«J^I. 



Wl!M. .taMrnMt.l^^ to tk. rwiding tMpk 

BMUuwr tenrMC. ta«».r. ooi» to tk. tMk of r«dln« In • 
Tit witk • -tnkuki rmm', but wiU mm* v.rjr 



SSJTJSl^iS. knowtoa*.. Tb.y fcny., nftor •^Jv^" 
W. CM chrr^fr tkta kaowMc* undMr tkrM mtin kMdiac 

toofeT^ OMTtktokL tor MMpto. of foolbdtt wid pop-^uide 



kaowk 
ItM) 



r^!l^^'?'ikrMrkl te fTMUMiUr r.f»rr«l to m -oo«l«»t 



of tMi tai tk.ir nnthr. Iwnsui*. - Bownmpw wrttel.., «ortr» 
fnM euUur. to euUur., te our M m^ti n world m »••*• *■ 
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IhM vould bo tmmmmt to ihm mytmn^ tm^n-mgrnv. In %hm aumtim 
oc rmding ih^ ijp« erf ko^Mg^ is r«f#rrml lo "fbrml 
^ ^ MMipIc, <^rM 1983, Itoysr ms, Ite7«r and 



Ho* ItM). U aOfhi also ba r«r«rr«<l lo m knovMM of "Um 
▼•rttel itr^eUm" ci hrngm^m, m Urn tokan froa SooKkm (IW). 

(iU) Sotat_JUtguUd^^ our tenim wlU know, for 

^^'^ -oottUni- words and 

•ctlMi* wordt; %hml words aro JoIikmI togoUar to etmU Muiiar. 
thai cbaniM) occur to iho tormm at worda ia oart^ 
circua^Mme, atcatc AbvAiU baglaiiart M7 kava no kaowladM 
or tkla jM^ular loii«ua«o. Thay will kek tka "boriaonUl 
ctruciuro^ i^in, a terM takan from SooUon ItrS); tJbai kwk Mat 
If not alU or t\lM alaMQta naadad to cooairuci tkte korteatla 
ctrucUuc. Uom^TT, in oooiraai to ika child l^^mning Ha flrai 
lui«u««a» bafflsmr I co ra a ra wID know ai Uaai thnl jueh hertental 
•truciuraa aiM. 



Moat raoani raaaarch oa raadiii# in • Crai m-^rr _ 

tha iaportaoca of iha iaforMUon which tha raubdar hlaaalf l»riaM 
to tha raMttag taak. OiunU (imu tor aiaapla, aay^ 



"A fuadaAMtal aaauaptkw oT Iha „ 
thaoiratie viaw oT Imjii^ Maprahanatoa ia tha& tha 
prooaaa oT o^Ntprahaitdint a taxi la an lotarwellva ooa 
batwaan iha Uataoar or raador'a hock«iouiid 
kaowjMltfa of ooniani and ainiciura» and iha taxi 
itaaif. Tha taxi akMta doaa not carry WMnlni 
eaihar» a taxi only provldaa nutdanoa for tiataoara or 
raadara aa to hoar thay ahould oonainici Iniandad 
MMitctf trom ihoir own prarioualy acquirad 
hno«lad«a» ainoa nn^prolonahm involvwo noi only iha 
MormMm la iha taxi, but atao kaowladga iha 

Itotmar or rajdar alrandy ri i, otficiaai 

oomprahaMdon raquiraa iha abUiiy to rahUa iha 
taxiual mtarial to otta*6 own knowladfa (AdaM h 
OoUina int). Oosprahanditttf worda» aanUnoaa. and 
diaoouraa, ihan Involvao auch aora Uian Juai ralyin* 
on ona^a owa Unffuiaiio ooaipalanoa. In fbct, ooa^a 
Un«uMo ooapaiaaoa ia Juai ona paK oT ona*a total 
bMktfrmuMi kao«lad«a.' (pOO-t)) 

rruk 8aiih (1073) puia it aora pieiufwaquaty whan ha aaya 
thai roadltttf la noi a quaaikm or daciphariatf froa iha printad 
^^J^ that aoat c# iha inforaaUon com fraa *bahiad 
iha nyabnPa*. 



A oartain aamini oT raaaarch haa hsmm dona on rindint in a 
uaoond lantfu^a. (aaa» fbr aaaapla, Cudaoa inz, Minaoo 19ttt 
Andaraott and Urquhari IfM). H ia not ay purpoaa in ihla papar 
with oueh raaaarch^ but raihar to atknr you« aa rwndar or 
ItaUMwr, U> axparto n oa for youraalf tha iapoHanoa oT your owa 
prtor knowladga whan raading a text in a lantfuitfa whkh la 
unknown to you» and to aaalyaa in aoaa Uiila datafl iha prnntas 
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hf which jou cope with mjch • Uxt. Tha taxi in ibis InsUnc* i* 
fro« • Danish papar* BmrUwkm Soadmg of DKoabart 1963 in 
wkich • rmrj omU numhar of chuiM hava baan nada. 

2GOO JTA^OBrt 

Orar 2500 aoldatM* otf poUUfdlk forUntU irfr an 
tfigaatiath hlapjitfi pf fira UrrarteUrt dmr a&tp bori, 
da alkk^rhadMlTrkarna fradaf afiaa bafrMa 
dirakMr luMi Jnhannann og plcrab to af hana 
borU)pfrara. 

Undar hafrialasiktirman blay an poUUkadai og 
an soldai draabl af tarroriaUrnat wmnm an 
kriaiiMabat>ni hlay aaraU Igit hlav an 

UUj m alad a B d a aa«aa^ Mod ahudi i hovadai af 
pottUait da ban fbnncto al harm iidwM •& 
▼aJapTria#> 

•«JUdnnppanaa^ dar krsavada to pund 
•Uar naaatan 30 ailUoiiar krooar i l^pauca, aaoaa 
ml vaara da — — acm I ain tkS bortl^^ 
va a dd aj ^ha aian IUao« dar aldriff •r blav*i fuodei. 

Bal ri a l aaaa kiin na n hlar ivaarkaatt aflar at 
poUtiai havda nodt««ai at Up fra an kootaki 
ittdaalior IIOL OakrUi« 1000 poUtiftOk <m ■oldatM' 
aad paaaark^t^jar oarintfada an akoyatcnakAintf 
▼ad KM I 8ch)aawi«-Bol«UiB tfrvvakabai naar 
tfraanaao Ul Danaark* Dar blay opratUi SO 
vajapaMTintfar og kvari anaaU hua blav «inuikiat 

Tarroriataraa fonyftfta at fly«ta og akjula aitf 
cad daraa offar I an hula mom da havda forbarwdt i 
akofvan* mm da blar opdatfai og Ibnada ild iMod 
poUUaU Dm kaatoda en ^Lidgrmml dmt draabu an 
•otdaft og ma poHtikMaC 

Tha ooljr chan«aa aada in tha abova taxi war« iha 
foUowinr (i) propar naaaa wara chaa^ad; (U) ona aanUnca waa 
oiiiUad. A llUla raAacUoo on how you oopad with ihia varakw oi 
tha tad nay aUow you lo obaarv«» motm of tha prooaaaaa that 
opafmtn whan laarnani cc«m in contact wiU tairta in a fbraifn 
lM«un«a. In tha firat laiiaooa jou najr hava pkkad out a faw 
Ik n fli a r In nMi m worda,. ouch aa $mtroiimimnm, poUtiftOk* 
kidaapparaa. Tour knowUd^a oT tha world any hava au^gaatad a 
Caoarnl fraMwork toe what imigk^ hava happanad» but bayond that 
you nra ttkoir lo hava nada Ukiim aanaa ot tha artkiW. 
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Now try r%md\ng th* Uxt in iU ori^inmi torn hmlow. 

2600 MAJSIO JAGER 

IRA.— QKtJ JPF? E 

, , ^^'^ 2600 irak« aoidaUr eg poliUfolk torimaUm 
irfr #n tfionUaik kWipJ^ p| fir, IRA-UrroriaUr. 

JIL ."^^^ ******** UrrorisUrn*. .n 

VoUUmU dt hM ftmncUi ait kor« udam mi 

Dm bHU«k« urMWiiiiiteUr IUrKtf«i ThatrtiT 

^?f^**^ Tkl#y» for 24 d«c« sMm bi«v 
w>rtlil« nu-UrroriMM>» fnrUMdi m poUUfolk* 
UdnappmM^ iW kraarrMU to ailUocifir ptmd •Um* 
30 .UlkMMr lm>ci«r i )^tmi^g.. mmmm mi 
"^^•M fm MM m I sin ud borttdtim 
vii^t^MbMUo Shm^, dmr Mrig mr 

«^i»J^*^**"!r^^*°^ iv«»rk«W after at 

poauai liavd« Bodteoi •! Up frm «a kootekt 
indanfor WA. (MtHiitf 1^ poaUfcU oc inldater 
Md iMMTl^l^ owiiuada an •■ovaiMkaliitf 

Ul Ulster. Oar blav oprvttet bO vaJapaarriiMr otf 
hvart anante bua btev ainutkiai undMn^ 

TarroHatema foni^te at fljr^ og akjuU ate 
mmd darM offar i mm hute ao« da havda forbaradt I 
.J??* opda*«t otf tbnada Ud {mod 

^ ^ himdtM. dmr drMbte an 



^ In*J«cai»ortb«te«ttbatwaa raprtiducad in ite orteinal 

t^rouirh H te hMy to aaira girtn you t^ caoarml aina^t In ihte 

Mttsr. Tou «m bAva bMc abla to r«tete it te your Mory of 
^ TZriL*" ««b d#teilad f rMM^^rk^ya 

yoit tbo MM <rf dodpWtec awiy maem at tbo «ord« te tbo tet. 
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It is lapocUnt to r«Maber, how«v«r, th«t It wm tb« D»nl«h 
Ust limU mUch •»ok«d lhl« /n*M«rork. Thu«, lh« fi«work of 

SumU^Too. •noth.r. For —pW. you ..y hmv. r-int^rpr.ud 
BoUtUoUt ttxm -soMUdan.- to "poUc«»«n- » • r«~lt your 

^Od t!i«i h«ri •B.bWd you to r«c.U .lM»nU o< th. iiici-.nt 
wiick you mlghl h«»e for<otUn, oc to chmok th» .ccur^sy of th* 

wm ooablnliK "top-down pro«N«ln*" i^i'^vrioi' 
tb* *kM*aU of th* tost). 



In so doiiw, you wiU •!«> b«v* ooim to ao** Inlttal 
undcreluidiiK of bow tb* Tttnimh Un«uM« op«»t«j; for •»"P|»» 
tb* fiKt ttet tb* drflalU arUd* ia tMf*d on to tb* and of tb* 
noun. (UnxMrn,). tb* formtton of tb* p— ir. v«to. (W.r 
dmiw. "WwldU^ -tc Tbu*. not only w«r* you abW to mmkm 
roIrUJn •«>unt of **n** fro. th* mriic\m wb*n It wo* pr**.nt^ 

D*ai*h. not Jurt «ic*bukry, but alao .ocpliotogy mad 'TnUu, m 
tmct, tL v^mm i* qulU Uk* tb*t fbund for tb* ««»uli4Uon of • 
ttrM 'tui«ui«* by childrMb* 



aoM TwmmmK.^ (OUT.U l9e3W and Ctark* 1979) hay. 
auM«**t«l that la r*^in« alraUtia* ar* not tr«»afarr*l to L2 
r^mSagrn mmjM patantly obvtoua tbM tbla n.*d not «*~^ 
hT^^emm If p«>pw frai»««rka ar* *lw-dy in pboa tor th* W 



reditu* WUtr. U«y .r. not .It^dy in pl^ thay CM l« 
•MM in pnictte i« tk«i lialp l» prwicUd for Um 

•nabW Ida to crtnU for hi«~lf tK* frmi^work ^J^,^^^. ' 
tb>a to »K««^ for tlM und^rsUndiog oC Ui* UxC TW« l^lp wlU j 
DroviiM at vmrioua sUtfsfi}* b«for« wid/or <Aurlim th» rmding , 
J:o^r<U for •«.pir«Sd«« l« end D.vm ('^rt^f^^^ 
foe m prtwtkal workUi* out of »uch procMa wmUriftU for UiU In 

UnlM ■uch prooM MiUri«U mrm providwlt ihm \mmmr with \ 

teJuM* to Htoly to eMitUn by -luiui«l viekm-: bm/mhm^ hm 
oSowSmUM OA IndlviduiNl word, and wiU tb. tbr.^ of tb. 
^anUtttTM. or hmr rWUur will Involv. only boUoii.up 
^Sc-rinr, U WiU b# -d*l.-drtv.n- (CrwU 19M b . Sn«u.U «id 
^fl^oSi) dcMKTib. tbto typ« of rMdintf in ml^ghiir diffMvni 
t* 

•Tbto idtam.av. .witcbintf oi miUntion fro« 
iUoodln« to oo«pr.b.n.ion to .InlUr to tb. straUfy 
uMd by b.«inninK Kud.ntJi at m fbrwUn tonjru.0 «bo 
nr«t work Xhmir wiiy tbrou^b a oov.l •J^tUn in . 
tarMm tontfu^ by t»n.toantf aU tbo difficult word, 
and tbcn r^rmmdiag tb. Uxt a«nin in ord.r to 
undmtand it* In b.«i£Jkia« r«adintf« tb. idrai.iT of 
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•lUntkH) nritcbirMr «Uow« the •tud«ni to coaprehand, 
hut it oom^ mi • oomU Attention ewitchin^ im ti«e 
ooneuBlntf, puU e heev/ deMuad oo ehort-Um 
wmmotTf end tende to taUrfere with receU*'*(p.l97-«) 

This 0OUQd« All too faailier, end the effects thet thie trpe 
of rwdiaf produces in Urmm of loee oC leoUymtkio end fruetrtttk>a 
can be dbMiroue. ftmerer* we have juet eeea thet thie need not 
be ih^ cmmm. The eouroee at dlfftcultr ia texU in e foreign 
lentfuene he auch aore eeeilj euraountAble than we heve 

hitherto reelieed. Tk> full "edult" Uit ia Oeaieh wee di«e«ilble for 
70U beoeuee ]rou hed prior knowledge at the top4c end rou knew 
how euch teste were etructured. You hed the firet two tjpee of 
knowledce MOtiooed ehove (conUnt end forwU echesete). Thie 
tfeve rou ecceoe to the third type of knowledget - the kaowledfe 
or the kaguatfe. Vwfing teste about topics with which learaera ere 
feadliar» or teste fdr wkkh adequate proceea Mterials have been 
prepared^ mmj ia £ect hm a ft lure effective we/ of hMrain« e 
lMigua«e than what we have been doing hitherto. It haa the 
foUowintf ftirther advaatagee: (i) it aOouv tot feaguege 
de¥uk>p«ent through the choice of teste and the choioe of 
aoooapaayiair «ctivitiee; it can therefore be uaed at aU ierala at 
language learning; (U) it aUowe reading to be an integral pmri at 
leaguage learaiag froai the very hegianiBg; (iii) it pravidee 
greatly Incr eeea d language input, an input tUet can be aooeaaed 
by the individuea in hie or her own tiae* PlnaUr* H ie worth 
pointing out tkaU while the eweaplee uaed above have involved 
■edia testa, the epprotch can be ueed with any iyv of test 
including Ut'irarr testa. 

The principlee on which euch an epproach to roarHnjc should 
be b a e e d are ee f oUows: 

(i) aeterial ehould be eeUcted that ie et leeet potentiaU/ 
inUreeting KOK THB LKAfiNSSl. (It suet be teetr!) It ie not only 
the eubject netter whica Muat be Interectiag, however, but the 
treeUeent oT it aa wVL 

iU) It the learner ia not familiar with the topic, (doee not 
heve an adequate framework of knowledgv>) he or ehe can be 
helpMi to oonatruct hie/har own freaewcrk uaing hia/her own 
reeourcea or rMouroea epadaU/ provided. Such help ehould be 
in the form of tatereiPting acUvitiee, MOT ooapreheaafen queations. 
The eapheeia ehould be on aelf-halp rather than oa teeting. The 
aoUvitlea ahould eoahle the learner te ooaiprehend the tesL (Thia 
would oorreapood ic our aaakgy te preparation of the food 
for tha rouag chlkU - chcppiag it up inte digeetible bite and 
erreatfiag it attraotlvalrO 

(iii) The Uamer ehould be given opportunitr te react t9 the 
test in a aorwU war; t^i« aajr »eaa eiapiy reading (t and etorinj 
the inforaatioa in epieodlc Maory, if it ie elaplr e test 
recounting an event; altemaavelr, the test tmj present new and 
intereaticg or oootrovaraial e ki M n te and ao generate reactkwa 
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froB Uui roAdtr* Oim can laatfln«» for exMiipla» nmdmf in the 
IrUh oooUxt having diffcr^ht rMcUona to a Pn^nch •coount of 
th« prMMQt aituftUoa in Nortbarn Ireland dapeixdUqc cm Ui«ir 



(It) tmngmigm iaprcnraMnt will ocx^ur Daturallr through 
much mn approndu Bxarciaae d—i gnad cp^cifically for languaga 

laprofraMat ara raally Incidaoial to thia baalc procaaa of I 

oo^pralnnding a taxt and rtarHnif to it. Thar csaOf howavar, ba ) 

aaaily tat« gra4 ad Into tha procaast prarrkUd thar ara aaco to ba | 

to iU { 



Such an approach to raarting in a foralKn languaga ia 
oooaonaat with tha principlaa of tha cxNaaunicativa approach, but 
it alao oo Bfa ra a to fundaMOtal padagotfioal priadptoc: "atari froa 
whara tha taaroar is at", "go from tha known to tha unknown", 
"oMtra jour taachlng on tha laaraar". It alao provldaa a 
p owa ifu l ffiotivatlntf foroa, ainoa it proridaa aatarlal at tha 
kamar'a own cognitirw laval and offara tha poaalbUitr of 
taaadlaU auooaae with raal lamruaga in uaa* I>arhapa, tharcfora, 
it ia tint that wa atoppad giving ou? laamara tha spadally 
doctorad or Mnltiiad Innguaga which ia ao oftan ta atiU a a and 
that wm changad to a haalthiar diat whkih would aUov languaga 
aldUa to davalop baturslljr* 



^ Uofortunatolx, thia can not alwayu ba preauaad aven in 
our Utarata aoclatx* U ia isportant to find out about tha reading 
akiUa and habita in LI of our group of Uarnara. 

° Givan that it ia aoaa ti»a aino4^ thaaa av«nta occurrad, it 
mmj ba worth auaaariaing tha« bora: Ur* Don Tida/, a diractor 
of tha Quinnaworih chain o^ auparaarkata* waa kidnapped in lata 
1839 hy tka IMA and a ranaoai nota aant to othar diractora* Aftar 
ao«a tlM tha Gardai got 9 tip-off and aurroundad tha town of 
Ttiilllnafiri in Oo» Laitris* noar tha bordar oi Northam Iraland* 
In tha aoMUng akiralah, Don Tldaj waa fraad, but tha kidnappara 
got away* A aoldi«* and a Garda cadai wara kiUad. 

* Saa DaTltt (fbrthcoolng) for a davalopaMnt of this notion. 

* Tha tarM coana froe Br«an« CandUn and Watara 198*,* 
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